Light of the World, who floods our hearts with the glory of God.

To God Be The Glory!
THE SIDE WINDOWS OF TRINITY
I lift up my eyes to the hills, from where does my help come? My help comes from the
Lord who made heaven and earth.
Psalm 121:1, 2
These inspiring words of the Psalmist express the soaring feelings one has upon entering the
sanctuary surrounded by the windows of Trinity. Even as mountain ranges form the
boundaries of our beautiful San Luis Valley, so the windows place us within the boundaries of
God’s eternal presence and help. The west windows (congregation’s right) depict the San
Juan (St. John) Mountains, while the east windows show the mighty Sangre de Cristo (Blood
of Christ) peaks.
Throughout the Scriptures, mountains are important landmarks for God’s encounters with his
human family. High on a mountain, God parked the ark of Noah under the sign of the rainbow.
It was on a mountain that God affirmed the faith of Abraham. Upon a mountain, God called
Moses to free his people. From Mount Sinai, God renewed his covenant of grace and
announced that God would dwell (camp) with his people forever. From that same mountain,
God gave the commandments as a covenant of human response. On a mountain, Elijah’s
water-soaked sacrifice to God burned to the ground while the sacrifice to the idol Baal did not
even smoke.
It was on a mountain that Jesus Christ, Son of God, was transfigured with glory before the
eyes of his disciples. Our Lord was lifted up on the cross on Mount Calvary. From a mountain
outside Jerusalem after his resurrection, Jesus gave the disciples our great commission to
share the gospel in all the world before he ascended to heaven. Even as we now carry out that
great commission, we all look forward to joining with the saints and heavenly hosts in our
eternal home on Mt. Zion.
The side windows of Trinity continue and enlarge upon the themes developed so beautifully in
the great windows of the chancel which soar above the altar: Almighty God, the Creator and
owner of the universe, dwells with, saves and gives strength to his people where they live here
in the unique San Luis Valley of Colorado.
“Let there be light!” (Genesis 1:3). These, the first recorded words of God, are reflected in the
brilliant sunshine which is so prominent in this valley. From heaven above flows three streams
of light in the great windows, representing the Holy Trinity for whom our congregation is
named - God the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit. Even as God is three Persons yet one
God, the streams form one river of light. Like El Rio Grande, the river of light flows through the
place where we live, bringing the light and life of God to our lives.
Then (the angel) showed me the river of the water of life, bright as crystal, flowing from
the throne of God and from the Lamb. (Revelation 22:1)
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The West windows show the river of light flowing from the pulpit side of the chancel where the
Word and Sacrament of God flow freely to his people. These windows tell the story of our
salvation.
Wide in the first window, the river may remind us that as water is necessary to sustain life, so
God uses water to save his people. Through water, the Red Sea, the Most High God led his
people from slavery to freedom. Through water, the River Jordan, God led his people into the
land of promise. Through the waters of Holy Baptism, God unites us in the saving death and
resurrection of our Lord Jesus Christ. Surely the river of God’s grace flows throughout the
events of his mighty acts of salvation.
“Prepare the way of the Lord!” the prophet cries. Window two leads us to the little town of
Bethlehem where the Son of God was born in human flesh.
Window three reminds us of the Jordan River where Jesus began his ministry with the
baptism of John. There he was affirmed by God the Father and Spirit with the words, “This is
my beloved Son. Listen to Him.”
And so from Galilee to Judea, window four, Jesus welcomed the sinner, healed the sick and
preached the good news of the kingdom of God. As he did so, Jesus set his eyes resolutely to
the destination of his mission, Jerusalem.
On Calvary, a holy mountain, window five, our Lord gave his life for the sins of the world. He
suffered, died, and was buried. On the third day he rose from the dead as victorious Lord of
all!
When Christ ascended into heaven, window six, he sent his followers into all the world,
window seven, promising them his continuing presence and the empowerment of the Holy
Spirit, the dove in window eight. Note how the river of light and life turns blue through these
three windows. It reminds us of our Baptism and our calling to follow Jesus in this life, doing
the work of his kingdom.
In the last window, in the nursery room, the river carries God’s people to heaven in the
resurrection and the life of the world to come. We are reminded of the words of Jesus: “Be
thou faithful unto death and I will give you a crown of life.”

The East windows, sunrise side, reflect the river of God’s light in our daily lives.

Flowing again from the chancel area where the Word and Sacraments of God are shared
(first window), the river waters our valley’s fields of vegetables, potatoes, and grain (window
two). So we are fed by God to produce the gospel in our lives.
The shepherd and the flock of sheep so common in our valley and mountainside (windows
three and four), remind us of the words of Jesus: “I am the Good Shepherd. I know my own
and my own know me...I lay down my life for the sheep”. (John 10:14, 15).
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From behind the Great Sand Dunes and the Sang re de Cristo range of mountains comes the
glow of the sunrise (windows four, five, & six). We are reminded that Jesus Christ, our bright
“Morning Star” is the Light of the World. His forgiveness is new to us each morning; His
sacrifice made known to us each evening as the mountains turn red.
The heart and eagle configuration which is permanently etched by forest and rock on a peak
north of the Sand Dunes (window seven) can be seen from most of our valley. Like the
strength of the eagle and a mountain of heart, “God is our refuge and strength.” (Psalm 46:1).
“I bore you on eagles’ wings and brought you to myself,” the Lord assures us in Exodus 19:4.
Along with his strength, God’s heart of grace and mercy is extended freely to all. In a response
of gratitude, we “love the Lord our God with all our heart and love our neighbors as ourselves.”
(Deut. 6:5).
So God’s light leads us outward and upward to life eternal (window eight). The soaring eagle
in the last window before we leave the sanctuary to return to our daily lives reminds us of the
promise of God in Isaiah 40:31, “Those who wait for the Lord, shall renew their strength, they
shall mount up with wings likes eagles.”
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(Now we will give some history on the years from 1994 to 2019).

Trinity Lutheran Church
1994 – 2019
Forward
Twenty-five years ago, Dr. Gordon E. Gillson, retired distinguished Professor of History at
Adams State College, wrote the 50- to 75-year historical account of our beloved Church. It
was the desire of the 100 th Celebration Committee for him to do the most recent 25 years as
well. We believe he would have been willing to do just that; however, the Lord had other plans
for this vibrant committed Christian who had given so much to the nurturing, development, and
growth of Trinity Lutheran Church. Gordon’s purpose was complete, and our Lord called him
home on October 7, 2018. Gordon was a member since 1960. His devoted wife, Phyllis,
preceded him to Glory in February 2017.

The 25 years from 1994 to 2018 were eventful. Pastor Dave Bloedel accepted a call to
Carpenteria, CA in 1996. Trinity was once again without a full-time pastor.
In 1996 Pastor Karl Wright, with his family, moved to Alamosa and served as our vacancy
pastor. In 1997 Trinity extended Pastor Karl a divine call which he accepted. Pastor Karl
faithfully taught and preached God’s W ord, ministered to the sick, buried the dead, comforted
their families, instructed new members young and old, directed the chaplaincy program at the
hospital, supported teachers and instructed children attending Trinity Lutheran School.
Pastor Griff and Pat Pritchard moved to Forbes Park and became members in 2006. Coming
out of retirement in 2008, Pastor Griff accepted a call as assistant pastor to help Pastor Karl
with preaching, Bible studies, and visiting shut-ins. Pastor Griff stepped down from this
position in 2013.
Our current pastor, Jason Cody, moved his family of 8 from Alamosa to Ft. Wayne, Indiana to
attend Concordia Seminary in 2012 . His studies were interrupted for a year because his
father, Wayne Cody, had been critically injured in a farming accident and he was needed in
the family business. Finally, after completing his vicarage and graduation, he was ordained at
Trinity Lutheran Church, Alamosa, August 30, 2015. In 2016 he accepted a part tim e call as
an assistant pastor of Trinity.
Our lay ministry needs to be commended for their many hours spent in prayer and discussions
in dealing with all the concerns in our congregation. In November 2017 Pastor Karl Wright
submitted his resignation. The congregation then asked Pastor Jason Cody to accept full
responsibility of the congregation while a divine call to that effect was being processed. In
June 2018, thru much prayer and deliberation, the “call’ was revised to a worker/priest status,
giving Pastor Jason time to reorganize his involvement in his family business. By December of
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2018, it became very evident that at Trinity Lutheran Church there is no such thing as a ‘part
time’ pastor.
Some additional historic information from old church bulletins and congregational minutes for
the first 75 years of Trinity’s existence have been recovered and added to this part of the 100th
history writing.

DATES OF ORGANIZATIONS AND BUILDINGS
1919: January 19, Trinity Lutheran officially organized by charter members.
1922: A chapel from the Roman Catholic Church was purchased and moved to 4th Street and
Alamosa Avenue. The congregation incorporated under the laws of the State of
Colorado. Dedication service on August 27, 1922.
1928: The house next to the Church purchased for a parsonage.
1940 – 1948: Christian Day School. Eight grades in one room.
1959: March: A building committee was appointed consisting of Mr. Elton Reese, Don
Wuckert, Fritz Hammerstrom & James Gray.
1959: July: Purchased lots 6, 7, and 8 in Block 1, College Subdivision at a cost of $2500.00
for a new church site.
1959: August: Old chapel and parsonage sold to Lowes Funeral Home for $20,000.00. Trinity
held church in the old Methodist church (on 4 th St. where the new courthouse annex is
located, now part of San Luis Valley Federal Savings and Loan) for a while until they
could move to the new church on El Rio.
1960: June: Ground breaking for new Church.
1961: January 15: Church on El Rio Drive dedicated.
1965: May: Sunday School/fellowship hall extension built.
1973: March 4: Mortgage burning ceremony. Pastor Troyke told the congregation that this was
just a symbolic action. “The burning ceremony signals the beginning of a new phase of
the work in this congregation. Now we can use this Church to build the Church.”
1979: Pipe Organ gift from Randolph Jones.
During the 1930's the six-rank Kilgen Pipe Organ was installed at Grace Lutheran
Church in Erskine, Minnesota. When it became available in 1977, Dr. Randolph Jones
of Alamosa took possession of the organ and donated it to Trinity Lutheran Church in
memory of his parents, Mr. and Mrs. Oscar Jones. Mrs. Jones was organist at Erskine
for many years and Mr. Jones was a principle soloist.
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The organ was brought from Erskine to Layton Organ Company in Florence, Colorado,
where Mr. Dewey Layton agreed to rebuild it and expand it to its present thirteen ranks
at a cost of $9,000 plus a new blower for $1,200. The organ was dedicated on March
11, 1979.
1980's: TLC became computerized and services were recorded for shut-ins and those who
are ill.
2000: Added new kitchen, fellowship hall, bathrooms, Pastor’s office, secretary’s office, 2
classrooms with moveable partitions, and the parking lot was resurfaced. Dedicated
January 14, 2001.
2003: Aid Association for Lutherans was renamed Thrivent for Lutherans.
2010: October: Land exchange with Adams State College to relocate the playground for the
school to help keep the children safe during play time. Parking lot across El Rio Drive
was exchanged for land from the college on the north side of the church. Closing for
this exchange was held on January 30, 2012.
2014: Supported Pastor Jason’s seminary collogue Solomon as he went back to Africa to
teach others to be ministers.
2015: May: Alamosa city turned over alley to land owners.
2015: Began supporting the John Wolf family as missionaries in Kenya, Africa.
2016: August: Picnic Pavilion built north of the Church in playground area to be used by all of
the school children and a place for Trinity’s picnics. Donated by John, Lucy, and Kim
King.
2017: With the passing of Jim Gray on January 25, and back in 2013, the passing of Donald
Wuckert on March 13, that left only three active members that had worshiped at the
original Church on Fourth Street and Alamosa Avenue: Judith Houser Gritz, Marty
Heimsoth, and Betty Gray.
2017: The hospital chaplaincy ended.
2017: Adams State College is now Adams State University.
2018: In celebration of the 100th upcoming celebration, Trinity’s congregation has purchased
100 new Lutheran Service Hymnals. All were in memory of someone, in honor of
someone, or in celebration of the 100th. These hymnals are to be dedicated at the
January 20, 2019 anniversary service.
___________________________________________________________________________

No matter how many years or how far back one can read and learn about
Lutheranism, the same still holds true when it comes to “The Church.” Every
person/member IS ‘the church’ and we should never be too busy to do what is
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needed in the church. What if our Lord were too busy for us? The Church is not
“THEY,” the Church is “YOU.”
A 1995 side note of interest: In early 1995, it became evident that getting up the steps to the
altar for communion was becoming a little harder for some members of the congregation. So a
bid went out to remove the steps and renovate the chancel area. Bids were anywhere from
$16,000.00 to $20,000.00 for this job. One Sunday, as Ernie & Joyce Austin were sitting up in
the balcony for choir, Ernie had a very good idea. So he saved the church from spending a
fortune on the renovation of the chancel area by letting them know all they had to do was
move the railing out and down to the level it is now. I believe that some of us would call that a
“God” thing!

Sunday School Superintendents
Esther Houser, Walter Stahleker, Don Muller, Jim Gray, Doris Winter, Lynne Gaunt, & Lucy King.

Organists and other Musicians
Eleanor Clausen Barber, (Carl A. Peterson’s niece), David Houser, and Esther Meyer all played
the pump organ in the original church. Esther Meyer continued playing in the church on El Rio as
have Eleanor Sanderson, Phyllis Gillson, Jan Gay, Allan Stolp, Dr. Bill Lipke and Brent Grey.
Other contributing musicians are Bobby Cody, Jasmine Cody, Kacia Vigil, & Miriam Lipke.

Choir Directors
December 1959- May 1964, Senior Choir directed by Maurice Skones
March 1961- 1964, Junior Choir directed by Phyllis Gillson
September 1964, Senior Choir directed by Randolf Jones, and Phyllis Gillson directed the Junior
Choir. Phyllis continued faithfully directing the choir until about 2015.
A Cherub choir was organized and directed by Sheryl Holmquist Phillips in 1964, and by Becky
Jones in 1968.

Special Programs/Organizations
Altar: The Altar from the original Church (circa 1930) was purchased from the Episcopal
Church. That altar and cross are presently located in the Chapel at the Lutheran
Hospital Association of the San Luis Valley dba San Luis Valley Health with 2 hospitals
and 5 clinics. It is operated with a core of 6 Lutheran Board members from Trinity and
St. Peter's Lutheran churches.
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Foreign Missions: David Houser served as a pastor from 1963 -1973 and Judith Houser Gritz
served as a medical missionary from 1967 - 1982, both in the mission field in Papua,
New Guinea, for Lutheran Church Missouri Synod.

Lutheran Womens Missionary League: The LWML has been an active group of the
congregation since July 14, 1919 when it was called the Ladies Aid. A charter member
was Mrs. Otto Hiller. For many years the members have raised monies for local
charities through the efforts of their annual Craft Bazaar and Bake Sale. Worldwide
missions have been supported through LWML’s Mite Box program. The group has
organized the care and maintenance of the altar duties for communion services and
purchased new fair linens and paraments. The members have traveled to participate in
national, district and zone conventions and rallies. One memorable zone spring
workshop hosted by Trinity had an attendance of twice than expected and was later
named “the feeding of the 75 with a dozen salads and a pot of soup”. Several zone fall
rallies that Trinity hosted were known for their parting gifts of a sack of freshly harvested
San Luis Valley potatoes provided by local potato farmers.

Bible Breakfast: Started by Marty Heimsoth in early 1980s. Marty wanted a mid-week Bible
study but did not want the Pastor to have to prepare for another Bible study. It has
always been led by a lay person. Pastors attend at times as resource people. The
meeting place started at the Walsh Hotel, moved to the Inn on the Rio Grande in East
Alamosa, and currently meets at IHOP.

Trinity Lutheran Church School: Trinity Lutheran School currently offers daily Christian and
academic instruction to children from pre-school to 2nd grade. It began as a preschool
by Eleanor Sanderson in 1982. One of the directors was Claudia Cogburn, August 27,
1995. At one time, the enrollment went to the 5 th grade, with 88 children attending. And
then the recession came and we went back to pre-school thru 2 nd grade. We were able
to stay open because a donor from the community paid Suzanne’s salary, who had the
kindergarden thru 2nd grades.
A unique teaching duo, mother and daughter, blessed our school for a combined 38
years. Abby Lucero helped wherever needed in pre-school and kindergarten from Sept.
1992 to June and 2014. Her mother, Joy Lucero, joined the staff in Sept 1997 to 2013.
Joy’s loving but firm guidance endeared many, many, many children to her as she
guided them in transitioning into elementary school from kindergarten, a positive
experience for the children and their parents.
Thru the years the college students would come over and help with the children
because they wanted to or because it was part of their class assignment. Some years
ago, Sandy Cody was a teacher’s aid and her son, Bobby, was a student at TLS. It was
through Sandy and Bobby that her other son, Jason, became aware of Lutherans. That
started our current Pastor Jason on the road to his calling, and that was to be a
Missouri-Synod Lutheran Pastor. Current director is Mary Conner, who has served in
that position for over 20 years.
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Trinity Lutheran Youth Group: In the early and middle 80’s Trinity’s youth participation started
to grow. Trinity hosted three summer Servant Events. Counselors and youth from all
over the US traveled to Alamosa for the week long event. In coordination with Christian
Community Services a variety of projects were accomplished for the community and
individuals. These included painting, home repairs, plumbing, yard work and general
cleaning. Trinity members hosted the 50 to 75 participants in their hom es and provided
meals for the group and many of Trinity’s youth participated. Trinity’s youth hosted fund
raisers to raise money so they could attend National Youth Gatherings which included
Washington D.C., Denver, San Antonio, New Orleans and Orlando.
Stephen’s Ministry: 2007-2008 To prepare people to assist the pastor by calling on shut-ins
and counseling in crisis situations. Participants: Pastor Griff & Pat Pritchard, Bill Drain,
Bertha Sorenson and Melissa W right.

Advent by Candlelight: In 2013, Sharon W right came to the ladies of the congregation and
asked if they would like to do an Advent by Candelight event in early December.
Sharon had been to one at St. John’s Lutheran Church in Denv er and thought that it
would be a good outreach to the church and community. The event would be individual
tables decorated by the ladies and provide a dessert for about 8 ladies per tables. The
only request was that the tables not have any secular decorations. There would be
special music during the serving of the dessert and a Christmas message delivered,
followed by a group singing of Silent Night. Ladies of the congregation agreed and the
planning for the event started. Many ladies were involved with the planning – getting
ladies to volunteer to host tables, the program for the evening organized, special music
arranged and organizing the men of the congregation to help with the setting up of the
tables for the event, serving the coffee, tea and water and the tearing down of the
space afterwards.
The first event was a great success and for the next 4 years, the attendance at each
event grew. There were many who helped contribute to the success of the evening –
the ladies who hosted tables, the men whose invaluable help made the evening run
smoothly, the many musicians who contributed their talents (special thanks to Tyleen
Stults who help coordinate this in the latter years) and the volunteer speakers who gave
the message at the event.
HUGGY THE BEAR: Huggy the Bear appears only by invitation. Huggy the Bear has
entertained and encouraged children and adults in a safe and friendly context to learn
about and practice the Christian values supported by Trinity. Huggy the Bear has
participated on occasion at the Church and School, in parades, f estivals and special
events in the community promoting Trinity Lutheran Church and School.
RECOGNITION OF SPECIAL SAINTS who have gone to be with the Lord in the past 25
years:
Alice Acheson, Ernie Austin, Charlotte Boreson, Lena Culler, Jim Drury, Jean Frost, Gordon
and Phyllis Gillson, Frank Gray,Jim Gray, Carolyn and Werth Hage, Joy Heimsoth, Esther
Houser, Gene Jeary, Christian and Ioma Kerth, Maxine Kline, Ethel Lukow, Rev. Martin and
Margaret Anne Maier, Esther Meyer, Helen Moore, Ove Nielson, Elton and Lucille Reese, Sam
Snyder, Bertha Sorenson, Vicky Stangenberger, Ron and Verna Wilson, Linda Wuckert
Cordero, Don Wuckert, Gary Wuckert, Patty Wuckert, Wallace Young.
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TRINITY’S PASTORS / VICARS
1915-1922

Martin L. Mueller

1922-1926

George A Koch

1927-1934

Walter Brott

1934-1949

Henry Niermann

1949-1953

Wilber Klattenhoff

1954-1955

Vicar John Sorenson
Only here one year as a vicar, Vicar Sorenson was under the supervision
of St Peter’s Pastor. Had 9 confirmands the Spring of 1955. He now
uses a walker and is close to 82 years of age. He and his wife, June, have
moved to S. Carolina to be closer to family.

1956-1959

George Gesell

1959-1968

Norman Heimsoth July 1959-Jan. 1968
Norman Heimsoth gave spiritual guidance during the building of the new
church. By the power of the Holy Spirit and the guidance of Pastor
Heimsoth, the congregation grew considerably. The communicant
membership at the time the building program was initiated, in the Spring
of 1959, was 60. By 1965 it was 134. The Sunday School attendance
during that time went from 46-106.

1968-1971

William Traugott
July 1968 to summer 1971
Pastor Traugott was very involved with the Adams State College students.
Sometime after leaving Trinity he took a different vocational path.
Broadening his scientific knowledge, he found a new road relating to
science and religion. He has written articles and novels and taught at a
Christian college in Phoenix.

1972-1980

James Troyke
June 25, 1972 to Jan. 1980
Pastor Troyke remembers reading Pastor Heimsoth’ s dedication sermon
of the new church in 1961 where Pastor Heimsoth stated “Use this church
to build The Church. “ A former member relates that Pastor Troyke was
very kind and nonjudgmental in a difficult situation and recalls his laughing
and being a friend. He and his wife, Alice, are living in Branson. MO.
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